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Rocky shore walks
At low tide it's possible to walk the rocky shore from
Crabb Bay to Matheson Bay, Matheson Bay to Ti Point

and Goat Island Beach to Pakiri Beach.

Ti Point Coastal Walkway
Two hours return

Park at the end of Ti Point Rd, where there is a wharf and toilets.
A gravel track and boardwalk follows the foreshore and passes 
very large, old pohutukawa trees and huge boulders along the 
shore line. Look out towards Omaha Beach and the entrance to
the Whangateau Harbour.
The path narrows and continues
alongside the coast. Some parts are
shelly and there are middens along the 
way. Plants include puriri, flax, bletchnum
and nikau plus some tree roots reach
across the path so watch your step.
Stiles give access across the fence lines 
and there are several little sandy coves.
At the end you reach an open grassed
area which is the Ti Point Scenic Reserve.
Walk up the hill and alongside the fence line for good views out 
to Leigh Harbour and Little Barrier Island. Further down the 
fence line there is a stile and access to the boulder beach
through flax bushes. Great views from here of the rocky out-
crop, a spectacular basalt formation often used by rock climbers.

Leigh Harbour Walkway
One hour return

Begin at the Leigh boat ramp and follow the track around the 
rocky shore. The start of the track may be covered at high 
tide and an alternative access is from Ferndale Ave, if you
don't want to get wet feet.
At the junction from the steps to
Ferndale Ave, cross a small 
pedestrian bridge to the first 
beach. A boardwalk leads to
another small beach in front of 
the Jolly Fisherman’s Lodge.
Continue alongside the harbour
to a second pedestrian bridge.
The track enters light bush and continues alongside the edge 
of the harbour under shady trees.Take care as the track is 
narrow and drops steeply into the harbour.
Native bush includes ferns, kauri, nikau, pohutukawa and 
epiphytes beside the track. Birds you may see or hear include 
kaka, tui, warbler, fantail, cuckoo, kookaburra and kingfisher.
There are good views of the fishing boats and wharf.  Sea-
birds include seagulls, gannets, shags and white-faced heron.

A marked side track leads up through
the bush to Mt Pleasant Rd where there
is a good stand of kowhai trees. It
rejoins the track just short of a sandy
beach where the track finishes.This is a 
good spot for a swim at high tide.
From the end of the beach you can
walk up the estuary across the sand 
flats to a road bridge on Cape Rodney
Rd at low tide.
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Leigh Coastal Walkway
  One hour each way
This stunning coastline is edged with large pohutukawa trees 
that bloom bright red in early summer. Views include Omaha 
Bay, Tawharanui Peninsula, Coromandel Peninsula, Little Barrier 
(Hauturu) and Great Barrier Islands (Aotea). Dolphins, orca and 
whales are regularly seen from the coast.
Access is from the following roads: Wonderview, Kyle, Penguin, 
Cotterell, Kowhai, Cumberland and Harbour View. 
You can do it all or just part of it. 
At the end of Wonderview Rd are 
four tracks. Directly ahead, steps 
lead to Crabb Bay. To the right, a 
short track overlooks Daniels 
Reef. The far right concrete path 
leads to Lax Cres. The coastal 
track starts from the left side, 
crosses the grass reserve, 
descends steps and follows the 
coast. A side track to a look out 
has spectacular views over 
Daniels Reef and Omaha Bay. 

The track 
follows 
alongside 
an electric 
fence to a 

small pebbly beach.  From here 
very steep steps lead to Kyle St. 
The walkway continues from the 
end of Kyle St between fences, 
follows the coast to the end of 
Penguin St. Enjoy the views 
across Omaha Bay from the seat. 
The grassed reserve leads to a small set of steps to another 
reserve where you will have good views over Leigh Harbour. 
Continue to the end of 
Cotterell St then to a set of 
steps that descend through 
native bush past a small 
stream. The steps ascend to 
Kowhai Tce which leads to 
the end of Cumberland St.    
A grass reserve leads to 
Harbour View Rd.

Goat Island Coastal Walk
  Two hours return
Parking is in the marine reserve parking area above Goat Island 
Beach. From the beach walk up the pathway that leads to the 
Goat Island Marine Discovery Centre. The track begins just 
inside the University gates on the right hand side. It crosses 
replanted farmland to the cliff edge and follows the fence line. 

There are great views over Goat Island and 
along the coast to Pakiri and beyond. 
The track descends into a valley of native 
bush that consists of fine remnants of 
coastal broadleaf forest. It finishes at 
Tabletop Reef with 
spectacular views over 
the Hauraki Gulf and to 
Little Barrier and the 
Hen & Chicken Islands. 

Note: The first part of the track has been 
upgraded and the remainder is being 
worked on and will eventually form a loop 
with various starting points.

Matheson Bay Bush Walk 

  40 minutes return
From Matheson Bay Beach this beautiful bush walk begins at 
the flat grassed reserve on the west side of the Kohuroa 
Stream.  Boardwalks and steps follow alongside the stream 
up through native bush that includes mature kauri trees.         
A series of waterfalls flow near the top. There is a large 
swimming hole with a rope from a tree to swing out from. 
The track finishes at Leigh Rd.  Trees – pohutukawa, rimu, 
totara, kauri and kahikatea. Birdlife in the bush includes kaka 
and kereru.
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Brochure sponsored by these local B&Bs

TiKouka Hill B&B  81 Frost Rd, Matheson Bay
Jan & Murray Coppins   Ph (09) 422 6144

Discover Goat Island B&B  19 Albert St, Leigh
Jenny & Tony Enderby   Ph (09) 422 6127
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Mt Tamahunga  

Three hours return
Mt Tamahunga, the site of Auckland's weather radar is the 
highest point in the area (437m). There are spectacular views 
over Omaha Bay and the Hauraki Gulf to Coromandel. It's a 
steep uphill walk from Omaha Valley Rd, through regenerating 
native forest. Access, is also from Rodney Rd. Another section 
crosses private farmland to Bathgate Rd, Pakiri. The area is 
thriving thanks to the Tamahunga Trappers, a group involved 
with predator control. Kaka are 
often seen in the area and may 
breed here. The walkway is part 
of Te Araroa - the Long Pathway. 
(www.teararoa.org.nz)
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Visitor information on things 
to do and places to stay.


